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The Williamson County Highway Commission met on Wednesday, February 7, 2007 at 8:30 
a.m. in the Auditorium of the Williamson County Administrative Complex.  Commission members 
present were: County Mayor and Highway Commission Chair Rogers Anderson; Commissioners 
Charlie Bennett, Dick Fowlkes, Renis Baker, and Stan Tyson.   
 

Also, present were: Highway Superintendent Eddie Hood; Houston Naron, Jr., County 
Commission Chair; County Commissioners Mary Brockman, Cheryl Wilson, John Hancock and 
Betsy Hester; David Coleman, Budget Director; Joe Horne, Director, Community Development; 
Mike Matteson and Ann Haines, Planning Department; Floyd Heflin and William Andrews, 
Engineering Department; Elaine Vasquez, Greg Boll, Randy Hickman, and Ray Campbell, Highway 
Department; Purchasing Agent Leslie Mitchell; County Attorney Jeff Moseley, Buerger, Moseley 
and Carson; Chad Collier and Randy Carroll, Collier Engineering; and other interested and 
concerned individuals. 
 

Chair Anderson called the meeting to order at approximately 8:30 a.m. and asked for 
approval of the January 3, 2007 Highway Commission minutes.  Commissioner Tyson moved to 
approve the minutes, seconded by Commissioner Fowlkes.  The motion passed unanimously, 5-0.   

 
Special Announcements:  There were none. 
 
Citizens Communications:  Mr. Ryan Workman, 2885 Sutherland Drive, Thompson’s 

Station, stated that he works for Stern Development Corporation on the Old Towne development on 
Murray Lane in Brentwood.  He stated that he will be coming back to the Highway Commission 
meeting next month to present a left turn lane request and will be working with Collier Engineering 
in this endeavor (Attachment A). 

 
Mr. Scott Cranford, 2709 McLemore Way, stated he was attending as a representative from 

the Homeowner’s Association at McLemore Farms to request a stop sign at the southern most 
entrance to McLemore Farms off of McLemore Road.  There have been several near accidents, Mr. 
Cranford explained, and he believes it is their responsibility to come before the Highway 
Commission to request a stop sign as well as help with speeding issues. 

  
As there were no other requests to speak, the Citizen Communication portion of the agenda 

was closed. 
 
Supt. Hood stated that he agreed with Mr. Cranford and requested that Collier Engineering 

look at whether a three-way stop sign was warranted at this location. 
 
Chair Anderson stated that this item would be placed on the agenda for next month. 
 
Commissioner Bennett stated that the speed limit was 30 mph now and couldn’t be lowered 

any more. 
 
Mr. Cranford asked if an additional speed limit sign could be posted. 
 
Commissioner Bennett stated that there were two speed limit signs already there. 
 
Supt. Hood stated that an additional sign could be added at the dip in the road. 
 
Elections and Appointments:  
 

 Commissioner Baker moved to nominate Stan Tyson for a two-year term in the northwest 
district which would expire in March, 2009, seconded by Commissioner Bennett.  The motion to 
nominate Commissioner Tyson passed unanimously, 4-0-1 with Commissioner Tyson abstaining. 
 
 Commissioner Tyson moved to nominate Dick Fowlkes for a two-year term in the northeast 
district which would expire in March, 2009, seconded by Commissioner Bennett.  The motion to 
nominate Commissioner Fowlkes passed unanimously, 4-0-1 with Commissioner Fowlkes 
abstaining. 
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OLD BUSINESS:   
 

 Highway Department New Facility Update.  Mr. Boll gave a brief update regarding the 
new facility stating that the land purchase was expected to close next week on the 15 acres for the 
Highway Department and the additional five acres for the County Government.  The architect has 
been selected for the project, Mr. Boll stated. 
 
 Commissioner Bennett asked if there was a timetable for the project. 
 
 Mr. Boll stated that there was not yet, but once they meet with the architects it can be 
determined. 
 
 Chair Anderson stated that he had signed the paperwork last night and expected the closing 
to be next week. 
 
 Commissioner Tyson asked about the architect selected. 
 
 Mr. Boll stated that seven or eight architects submitted Requests for Qualifications and that 
the firm of Hart, Freeland and Roberts was selected for the project. 
 
 Traffic Count Information Pertaining to the Request for Stop Signs in Cross Creek 
Subdivision by Horton Frank.  Mr. Collier referenced his handout (Attachment B) and explained 
that there were no major speed issues.  Based upon the sight distance issues at Vantage Drive, a stop 
sign could be warranted, Mr. Collier concluded. 
 
 Supt. Hood stated that he recommended a four-way stop sign at the intersection of Beacon 
Hills Drive and Vantage Way. 
 
 Commissioner Tyson moved that a four-way stop sign be placed at the intersection of Beacon 
Hills Drive and Vantage Way, seconded by Commissioner Fowlkes. 
 
 Commissioner Fowlkes reiterated that the main reason that the stop sign is being approved is 
due to sight distance and not speed. 
 
 The motion passed unanimously, 5-0. 
 
 Mr. Frank thanked the Commission for their help on behalf of the Cross Creek Homeowner’s 
Association. 
 
 Project Approval Procedures/Policy Statement.  Commissioner Tyson referenced the 
judge’s opinion and the current version of the Policy (Attachment C) as well as the previous two 
drafts stating that everyone should have had ample opportunity to review.   
 
 Mr. Moseley stated that they are complying with the court order and he recommends the 
policy be included. 
 
 Commissioner Brockman asked for clarification on #5 regarding public hearings “if deemed 
appropriate.” 
 
 Mr. Moseley stated that there were no specific criteria or requirements for public hearings 
and that the policy was designed for flexibility to be used as necessary. 
 
 After further discussion, Commissioner Tyson moved to approve the “Policy for Approval of 
Road Construction Projects,” seconded by Commissioner Baker.  The motion passed unanimously, 
5-0. 
 
 Chair Anderson stated that the Highway Manual will be amended next month. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Chair Anderson asked to move Item #3 up on the agenda and there were no objections. 
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 Request to consider speed limit reduction on Henpeck Lane by Commissioner Betsy 
Hester.  Commissioner Hester stated that she and Commissioner Hancock have heard from residents 
as well as Oak View Elementary School principal Denise Goodwin about the possibility of reducing 
the speed limit on Henpeck Lane which is currently 50 mph.  Also, they are interested in a traffic 
light at the intersections of Lewisburg Pike and Henpeck Lane as well as at Columbia Avenue and 
Henpeck Lane, Commissioner Hester stated.  Especially during school opening and dismissal times, 
these intersections need to be addressed, she stated, and with the new developments of Summer Hill 
and Durham Manor, the speeding, congestion and cut through traffic will increase.  Discouraging the 
cut through traffic in nearby subdivisions and slowing down traffic at the school site is the biggest 
current need, she concluded. 
 
 Chair Anderson stated that the decision to reduce the speed limit on County roads lies with 
the County Commission, even though the Highway Commission can make recommendations. 
 
 Commissioner Hancock stated that he agrees with Commissioner Hester about the Henpeck 
Road situation and that he had spoken previously to the Highway Commission about it.  Even 
though the County Commission can set the speed limit, we have come to this board for input, he 
continued.  Commissioner Hancock stated that perhaps a study could be performed to determine the 
appropriate speed limit and therefore it wouldn’t be an arbitrary decision. 
 
 Chair Anderson requested that Collier Engineering would perform a thorough study to be 
brought back to the March Highway Commission meeting. 
 
 Commissioner Bennett stated he agrees to a study regarding speed and traffic on Henpeck 
and that a light at Lewisburg Pike might be okay, but due to hilltop sight limitations, a signal at 
Columbia Pike could be disastrous. 
 
 There was additional discussion about a previous TDOT study done at Henpeck and 
Lewisburg Pike and that the signal was justified at that time. 
 
 Chair Anderson stated that Collier Engineering should look at the speed limit on Henpeck 
from Columbia to Lewisburg Pike and find the old study to see if there is a viable solution. 
 
 Commissioner Baker stated that Coleman Road would be affected if there was a light at the 
Columbia Avenue/Lewisburg Pike intersection. 
 
 Commissioner Hancock stated that if a light was placed at Lewisburg Pike and Henpeck 
Lane then at least it would provide a safe and alternate route for those wishing to go that way. 
 
 Commissioner Tyson stated that a traffic light takes two or three years at best and that an 
interim solution was needed. 
 
 Chair Anderson stated that we need help from our State representatives on issues like these. 
 
 Discussion of Context Sensitive Design.  Commissioner Tyson referenced his handouts 
(Attachment D) regarding Context Sensitive Design.  According to the TDOT paper, the Highway 
Commission did what was suggested regarding the cooperative spirit and he believed that Supt. 
Hood is doing what was asked.  No vote is needed on this information, Commissioner Tyson 
concluded, it is just for information only. 
 
 Concept Presentation for Temple Road.  Commissioner Tyson asked Mr. Collier to 
explain the width of the driving surface and shoulders as it relates to AASHTO. 
 
 Mr. Collier stated that AASHTO was a guideline for streets which includes the geometry of 
roads and much more and that it is very comprehensive. 
 
 Commissioner Tyson asked Mr. Collier if he was aware of the deviation that Mr. Morales 
previously referenced in regard to AASHTO. 
 
 Mr. Collier stated that he had not spoken to Mr. Morales with regard to road width, but that 
the AASHTO book states (Attachment E) that with traffic volumes between 400 and 1500 cars, the 
width of 20 feet wide driving surface with 4 foot shoulders should be adequate.  
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Commissioner Tyson stated that the Highway Commission did not vote to do any work on 
Temple Road previously and that the concept details won’t come out until the engineering work is 
done.  A voice vote will have to be taken to be recorded in the minutes, Commissioner Tyson stated. 

 
Supt. Hood read a handout, “Temple Road Concept – Construction of the Finished 

Roadway” as referenced in Attachment F and incorporated as a part of these minutes. 
 
There was discussion about the need to vote on this concept at this time with Chair Anderson 

asking about when the report was made available to the public and Commissioner Tyson asking 
legal counsel for input. 

 
Mr. Moseley stated it is an enabling action to allow the next step of property acquisition, but 

legally not required.  Commissioner Tyson stated that the judge’s order chastised the Commission 
for not voting and he would like this to be placed back on the agenda for next month.  Chair 
Anderson emphasized the importance of the minutes in these procedures and the minutes are not yet 
approved. 

 
For information, Chair Anderson stated that due to a request from Commissioner Brockman 

to have the Special Roads Study Committee meet again, the Steering Committee will meet tonight to 
fill three (3) vacancies on the committee and that the Heritage Roads Subcommittee also has 
vacancies to fill on their committee. 

 
District Reports:  There were no reports except that Commissioner Fowlkes stated he would 

like to require more help from developers on new subdivisions especially in the Franklin and 
Brentwood areas. 

 
Superintendent Report:  Supt. Hood referenced the January 2006 Activity Report and the 

current paving and bush hogging schedule. 
 
Chairman=s Report:  The chair had no report.  
 
Legal Issues: A closed session was held at this time regarding Temple Road. 
 
Upon reconvening, Chair Anderson stated that the recent State of Tennessee Audit Findings 

regarding the Highway Department were based upon money being taken out of the Lynwood Road 
escrow account to complete a slope project on Spencer Creek Road.  The request was taken to the 
Budget Committee and approved, but not to the full County Commission.  Chair Anderson stated 
that this was not Supt. Hood’s fault because we handled it the way it had always been handled in the 
past, but this particular auditor wanted it handled differently. 

 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:40 a.m., upon duly made motion and second, as 

there was no further business. 
 
/cb 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Rogers C. Anderson 

Chairman and County Mayor 
 
 

 


